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CLASSIFICATION OF GREEK BORROWINGS ACCORDING TO THE SPHERE
OF USAGE IN THE VOCABULARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

HERTSOVSKA N., BIHAR K.

The principle points of determination and classification of Greek borrowings have been regarded and
analyzed in this article. The main attention has been drawn to the role of Greek borrowings in the vocabulary
of the English language. The works or Iryna Arnold and D. Lotte have been reviewed The classification
according to the to the sources and epochs of borrowins has been presented. The examples of Greek borrowings
according to the degree of assimilation in the vocabulary of English language have been listed in the form of a
table.

The causes of appearing of loan words and the impact of one language on another have been explained.
The classification of Greek borrowings according to the sphere of usage has been presented.

Keywords: borrowing, borrowed words, loan words, native element ,borrowed element, etymology, word
origin.

One of the reasons of the appearance of borrowings, as a social phenomenon is the
impact of one language on another. Borrowings are one of the elements of vocabulary
enrichment. No culture in the world does not develop in isolation, detached from other
cultures. Contacts between people lead to cultural exchange, including the exchange of
words. Therefore, in every language except "our" is a "foreign" (borrowed) word. Borrowing
is an element of a foreign language (word, morpheme, syntactic structure etc.), which was
transferred from one language to another as a result of language contacts, and the process of
transition of elements from one language to another.

Language borrowing has been an interest to various fields of linguistics for some time.
Some scientists (such as Meillet) even believed that vocabulary is so easily borrowed by
developed languages and is noncharacteristic feature for the specific language. [1, p. 308].
Iryna Arnold presents the following classification of borrowings of Greek origin according to
the sources and epochs of borrowing:

1) 1. Celtic element (V-VI century A. D.)

2) Latin borrowings ( Group I - I century B.C. Group II - VII century B. C. Group III —
Renaissance)

3) Scandinavian (VIII-XI c. A.D.)

4) French (Norman borrowings (XI-XIII c. AD.), Paris borrowings (Renaissance))

5) Greek (Renaissance)

6) Italian (Renaissance and late Renaissance)

7) Spanish (Renaissance and late Renaissance)

8) German

9) Indian

10) Russian [1, p. 305].

D. Lotte classified borrowings according to the degree of assimilation:

- completely assimilated;

- partly assimilated;

- non-assimilated (barbarisms) [3, p. 112]
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According to this classification we present the examples of Greek borrowings in
the vocabulary of English language:

Gr.Ereikeé — Engl. Erica ;

Completely assimilated Gr. Astronomia —Engl. Astronomy;
Gr.Geometria — Engl. Geometry;
Gr. Pheinix — Engl. Phenix

Gr. Herméneutikes — Engl. Hermeneutics;
Gr.Agnost (os) — Engl. Agnosticism

Gr. Phainomen(on) + -o- + -logy —
Engl. Phenomenology

Gr — Aortae - Engl. Aorta, pl.
Partly assimilated Aortas — Aortae ;

Gr.Anamnésis — Engl. Anamnese(i)s
Gr. Arteria — Engl. Artery, pl. Arteria

o . Atlantis (name of mythical island)
Non-assimilated (barbarisms) Artemis, Zeus (name of  Gods)
Lyra(e) (musical instrument)
Hasapiko and Sirtaki (name of dances)

Modern English vocabulary has been changed over the centuries, was enlarged and
now has a stock set of words that helped in influence and formation of the «new»
dictionary.

The main objectives of the study is to analyze the definitions of borrowings and
classifications of Greek borrowings according to the sphere of using and their functioning in
the vocabulary of the English language.

One or another influence of one language to another is always explained by historical
reasons: war, conquest, travel, trade lead to the close connection between different languages.
The intensity of borrowed words is different in different periods. Depending on the specific
historical conditions, it sometimes increases and sometimes decreases. The degree of
influence of one language to another is largely dependent on linguistic factors such as the
degree of proximity interacting languages, and their relationship to each other.

Most of the Greek words, used in modern English, came from Latin. Traditionally,
almost all science used Greek lexical elements. Thus, we present the following classification
of borrowings of Greek origin on the sphere of using:

1. Names of disciplines

Astronomy (noun) [uh-stron-uh-mee] - the science that deals with the material universe
beyond the earth's atmosphere [4, p. 75].

Word Origin Greek astronomia. See astro-, -nomy [5].

Biology( noun ) [bahy-ol-uh-jee] - the science of life or living matter in all its forms
and phenomena, especially with reference to origin, growth, reproduction, structure, and
behavior. [4, p. 98]

Word Origin combining form of Greek bios life and - logos knowledge [5].

Botanica (noun) [buh-tan-i-kuh] - a shop specializing in herbs, spiritual items, etc [4,
p. 107].

Word Origin Greek botanikos of plants, equivalent to botan(g) herb + -ikos -ic) + -al
[5].
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Geography ( noun) [jee-og-ruh-fee] - the science dealing with the areal differentiation
of the earth's surface, as shown in the character, arrangement, and interrelations over the
world of such elements as climate, elevation, soil, vegetation, population, land use, industries,
or states, and of the unit areas formed by the complex of these individual elements [4, p.
152].

Word Origin Greek gedgraphia earth description [5].

Geometry (noun) [jee-om-i-tree] - the branch of mathematics that deals with the
deduction of the properties, measurement, and relationships of points, lines, angles, and
figures in space from their defining conditions by means of certain assumed properties of
space [4, p. 153].

Word Origin - Greek gedometria. [5]

Geology (noun) [jee-ol-uh-jee] - the science that deals with the dynamics and physical
history of the earth, the rocks of which it is composed, and the physical, chemical, and
biological changes that the earth has undergone or is undergoing [4, p. 153].

Word Origin - Greek ged-, combining form of gé the earth and logos knowledge [5].

Philosophy ( noun )[fi-los-uh-fee] - the rational investigation of the truths and
principles of being, knowledge, or behaviour [4, p. 708].

Word Origin Greek philosophia. See philo-, -sophy [5].

Lexicology (noun) [lek-si-kol-uh-jee] - the study of the formation, meaning, and use of
words and of idiomatic combinations of words [4, p. 389].

Word Origin - Greek 1éxis speech, diction, word, text, equivalent to 1ég (ein)to speak,
recount (akin to 16gos account, word, Latin legere to read; seelogos, lection ) + -sis —sis [5].

2.Terms that describe chemical elements and materials

The development of handicraft engineering in the Ancient World and some practical
information related about substances and their transformation gave birth to the initial idea of
the nature of the various substances and their components.

The most complete and vivid expression of the doctrine of material and components
were philosophers in ancient Greece. These teachings were the result of observation, or
rather, the contemplation of nature and the desire to give the general explanation of the whole
variety of things. We submit the following names of chemical elements and timing of Greek
origin:

Cadmium (noun) [kad-mee-uh m] a white, ductile divalent metallic element resembling
tin, used inplating and in making certain alloys. Symbol: Cd; atomic weight:112.41; atomic
number: 48; specific gravity: 8.6 at 20°C [5, p. 290].

Word Origin - Cadmea terra Greek Kadmeia gé Cadmean earth) + -ium -ium [5].

Lanthanum (noun) [lan-thuh-nuh m] a rare-earth, trivalent, metallic element, allied to
aluminum, found in certain minerals, as monazite. Symbol: La; atomic weight: 138.91;
atomic number: 57; specific gravity: 6.15 at 20°C [4, c. 384].

Word Origin - Greek lanthanein to escapenotice; referring to its position on the
periodic table) + -um, variant of -ium-ium [5].

Argon (noun) [ahr-gon] - olorless, odorless, chemically inactive, monatomic, gaseous
element that, because of its inertness, is used for filling fluorescent and incandescent lamps
and vacuum tubes. Symbol: Ar; atomic number: 18; atomic weight: 39.948 [4, c. 65].

Word Origin Greek, neuter of argds inactive, not working, idle, contraction of aergds
equivalent to a- a-6+ érg (on) work + -os adj. Suffix [5].

3. Geological terms and concepts

Anatexis (noun, plural anatexes) [an-uh-tek-sis] - the process by which igneous rock
remelts into magma [4, p. 49].

Word Origin - Greek anatéxis a melting, equivalent to anaték (ein) to melt down ( ana-
ana- + tékein to thaw) + -sis —sis [5].
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Hydro- (noun) - a combining form meaning “water,” used in the formation of
compound words: hydroplane; hydrogen [3, p. 160-161].

Word Origin - Greek, combining form of hydor - water [5].

Geodesy [jee-od-uh-see] - the branch of applied mathematics that deals with the
measurement of the shape and area of large tracts of country, the exact position of
geographical points, and the curvature, shape, and dimensions of the earth [4, p. 152].

Word Origin - Greek geddaisia, equivalent to ged- geo- + dai (ein) to divide + -sia,
variant of -ia -ia (generalized from stems ending in t) [5].

4. Medical terms and concepts

Ophthalmo - a combining form meaning “eye,” used in the formation of compound
words: ophthalmology [4, p. 491].

Word Origin - ophthalmo- Greek, combining form of ophthalmos [5].

Agony (noun) [ag-uh-nee] plural agonies - Extreme and generally prolonged pain;
intense physical or mental suffering [4, c. 19].

Word Origin - Greek, equivalent to agon, agon + -ia -y [5].

Artery (noun) [ahr-tuh-ree] - Anatomy. a blood vessel that conveys blood from the heart
to any part of the body [4, p. 68].

Word Origin - Greek artéria, windpipe, artery. [5]

4) Gangrene ( noun) [gang-green, gang-green] - Pathology, necrosis or death of soft
tissue due to obstructed circulation, usually followed by decomposition and putrefaction. [3,
p. 138]

Word Origin - Greek gangraina ‘an eating sore’ [5].

Also: Gene, Genetics, Zygote, Lymphocytes, Eczema, Pharmacy, Anastomosis, Aorta —
are also words of Greek origin.

5. Philosophical terms and concepts

Anamneses ( noun) [an-am-nee-sis] - Platonism. recollection of the Ideas, which the
soul had known in a previous existence, especially by means of reasoning [4, p. 48].

Word Origin - Greek anamnésis remembrance, equivalent to ana(mi) mné (skein) to
remember ( ana ana- + mimnéskein to call to mind) +-sis -sis [5].

Phenomenology (noun) [fi-nom-uh-nol-uh-jee] - 1. the study of phenomena. 2. the
system of Husserl and his followers stressing the description of phenomena [4, p. 701].

Word Origin - Greek phainomen(on) + -o- + -logy. [5]

Agnosticism (noun)[ag-nos-tuh-siz-uh m] — 1. the doctrine or belief of an agnostic.2. an
intellectual doctrine or attitude affirming the uncertainty of all [4, p. 19].

Word Origin - Greek agnost (os), variant of 4gnotos not known, incapable of being
known ( a- a-6+ gndtds known, adj. derivative from base of gigndskein to know) + -ic, after
gnostic [5].

Logos (noun) [loh-gos, -gohs, log-os] - (often initial capital letter) Philosophy. the
rational principle that governs and develops the universe [4, p. 409].

Word Origin - Greek 16gos a word, saying, speech, discourse, thought, proportion, ratio,
reckoning, akin to légein to choose, gather, recount, tell over, speak [5].

6. Names taken from Greek mythology.

Artemis (noun) [ahr-tuh-mis] - also called Cynthia. an ancient Greek goddess, the
daughter of Leto and the sister of Apollo, characterized as a virgin huntress and associated
with the moon [4, c. 68].

Word Origin - Greek Artemis (Artemidos) [5].

Zeus (noun) [zoos] - the supreme deity of the ancient Greeks, a son of Cronus and
Rhea, brother of Demeter, Hades, Hera, Hestia, and Poseidon, and father of a number of gods,
demigods, and mortals; the god of the heavens, identified by the Romans with Jupiter. [2, p.
252]
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Word Origin - Greek Zeus [5].

Phoenix or Phenix (noun) [fee-niks] - (sometimes initial capital letter) a mythical bird
of great beauty fabled to live 500 or 600 years in the Arabian wilderness, to burn itself on a
funeral pyre, and to rise from its ashes in the freshness of youth and live through another
cycle of years: often an emblem of immortality or of reborn idealism or hope [4, p. 701].

Word Origin - Greek phoinix a mythical bird, purple-red color, Phoenician, date palm
[5].

Atlantis (noun) [at-lan-tis] - a legendary island, first mentioned by Plato, said to have
existed in the Atlantic Ocean west of Gibraltar and to have sunk beneath the sea [4, p. 76-77].

Word Origin - Greek Atlantis, literally "daughter of Atlas." [5].

7. Terms and concepts in LITERATURE:

Hermeneutics (noun) [hur-muh-noo-tiks, -nyoo-] - the science of interpretation,
especially of the Scriptures. [4, p. 155]

Word Origin - from Greek herméneutikos expert in interpretation, from herméneuein to
interpret, from herméneus interpreter, of uncertain origin. [5]

Hexameter (noun) [hek-sam-i-ter] - 1. a dactylic line of six feet, as in Greek and Latin
epic poetry; 2. any line of verse in six feet, as in English poetry [4, p. 158].

Word Origin - Greek hexdmetros of six measures, equivalent to hexa- hexa- + métr
(on) measure + -os adj. Suffix [5].

Euphemism (noun) [yoo-fuh-miz-uh m] - the substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague
expression for one thought to be offensive, harsh, or blunt [4, p. 231].

Word Origin - Greek euphémismos the use of words of good omen, equivalent to eu-
eu- + phém (&) speaking, fame + -ismos —ism [5].

As a result of a long process of borrowing the Greek elements, in English language
appeared words that did not exist in the Greek language, for example: geochemistry,
geochronology, geodesy, geography, geology, geometry, geomorphology, geophysics.
Elements of this type are usually connected with morphemes, borrowed from the other
languages. These morphemes such as auto, grapho, logos, photota others.

From the Greek came European proper names of men - Alexander, Andrew, Basil,
Cyrill and others.

Greek origin have the main terms of linguistics and LITERATURE:, for example:
diphthong, grammar, metaphore, monophthong, seme.

Greek borrowings constitute a significant percentage of the vocabulary of the English
language. Greece was one of the leading countries, culture, LITERATURE: and science
which were at their peak, because of this, many terms are of Greek origin.
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AHOTANIA

Y ecmammi pozenanymo ma npoananizo8ano 0CHOGHI NOAOIHCEHHA BUSHAYEHHS MA KAaACUiKayii epeybKux
3ano3zudenb. OcHOBHA Y6aza 0yIa 36ePHEHA HA POIb ZPeybKUX 3ano3uyeHb 8 CIAO0BHUKY AHIICLKOI MO8
Pobomu Ipunu Apnonvo i Ji. Jlomme 6yau posensnymi, 6yna npedcmasiena kiacughikayis 6i0n0GioHO 00
Ooicepen i enox 3anoszuyeHs. TIpUKIAOU speybKux 3ano3uyensb 3a CmyneHem AcUMINAYii 8 CLOBHUKY AH2NIllCbKOL
Mosu 6ynu nepepaxosawi y eueaaoi mabauyi. [lpuyunyu 6UHUKHEHHA 3aN03U4eHUx Cli8 i 6Nau8y OOHIEl MO8U Ha
iHwy 6ymu nosicheni. Knacugixayis epeyvkux 3anosuuenv 6i0nogiono 0o cghepu 3acmocysants 6yna
npedcmasienda.

Kniouosi cnosa: 3anosuyenns, 3anosudeHi cio6d, 3aN03UHEHUll eleMenm, emuMono2ii, nox00liCeHHs
cnosa.

AHHOTAIIMA

B cmamve paccmompenvl u npoananuzuposanvl OCHOSHbIE NOJIONHCEHUS ONpedeleHus U Klaccupurayuu
epeueckux 3aumcmeosanuu. OcHogHOe GHUMaHUe OblLI0 00paAWeHo Ha POlb 2PevecKux 3auUMCMBOBAHULl 6
cnosape anenulickozo asvika. Pabomuvr Upuner Apnonvo u /], Jlomme 6vinu paccmompensl, bvina npedcmagnena
Kaaccu@ukayusi co2nacHo UCMOYHUKAM U INOX 3aumcmeosanuti. Ilpumepvl epeyeckux 3aumcmeosaHuil no
cmenenu AcCUMUNAYUU 6 ClI0Gape AH2IUNUCKO20 A3blKa Obliu npedcmagienvi 6 eude mabauysl. lIpuuuns
B03HUKHOBEHUS 3AUMCIMBOBAHHBIX CIO8 U GNIUAHUS 0OHO20 A3bIKA HA Opy2oll Obiau 0bvaAcHenbl. Knaccuguxayus
2pedecKux 3auMCmeo8anUli 8 COOMeemcmsuu co cepoil npumeHeHus 6vlia nPeocmasiena.

Kniouegvie cnosa: 3aumcmeosanus, 3auMCmeo8aHHbIE CI06A, 3AUMCIMEOEAHHbLI 2NeMEHM, IMUMONOUS,
npoucxodxcoenue crosa.

YIK

AJITOPUTM POBOTHU HAL IIEPEKJIAJAIIBKOIO CETMEHTAIIECIO
XYIOKHBOI'O TBOPY

BIT'AP K. I.
Myxka4iBcbKHii Jep:kaBHUI yHiBepcUTeT

Y cmammi poskpumo nowsmms «xXyOodicHill nepeknady, «NepeKiadaybka CesMeHmayisy meKcmy,
«oOunuyi nepexnadyy». Ilpoananizoeano nioxoou 00 nepexaady XyOOodCHbO2O MEOPY 3 GUKOPUCMAHHAM
nepekaadayvroi ceemenmayii. Bynu pozenanymi pobomu B. B. Konminoea, B. C. Bunoepadosa, Kana — Ilons
Bine i XKana /lapbenvue. Hasedeno npukiadu nepexiady 3 6UKOPUCMAHHAM NEPeKiadaybkoi ceemenmayii
meKkcmy. 36epHeHo yeazy HA HeOOCMAMHE OOCHIOJNCEHHs OO0HO20 3 PpI3HOBUOI8 Nnepekiady — muny
nepexiadaybkoi ceemenmayii mexcmy. Ipoananizosano eumozu i areopumm pobomu HAO NePeKiadaybKOI0
ceaMeHmayiclo mekcmy ma wiaaxu ii peanizayii. Ananiz nioxo0y agmopa 0o nepexiady mexkcmy.

Knwuosi cnoea: xyoooicHiti nepexiad, nepekiadayvbka cecmenmayis mekcmy, OOUHUYI Nnepexiady,
aneopumm, cxemd, emanHicmo.

Ilocmanosxka  npoéaemu. OpHiel0 3 aKTyalbHUX  MpPOOJIEeM  Cy4acHOTO
JITepaTypo3HaBCTBA € IMPEKJIaJalbka CEerMEHTallis TEKCTy, II0 Iependadae He TUIbKH
MOeTalHe WICHYBAaHHS CETMEHTY TEKCTy, aje 1 PO3yMiHHS i7ei 1 MeTH aBTopa, KOTpa
3aKJIaJiecHa B HbOMY, He Oepy4H 10 yBaru iJIoro XyA0KHBOTO TBOPY.

Axmyanbnicms memu apryMEHTY€TbCS BUKOPUCTAHHSIM MEPEKIaJalbKoi cerMeHTanii
TEKCTY SIK peajizallii 0HOT0 3 TUMIB MEePEeKIaTy Ta PO3YMiHHS HOro Creru(iKu.

Ananiz ocmannix oocnioxycens i nyoaikayiu. Cepen TOCTITHUKIB, KOTP1 3aiiManucs
npobJeMaMu MepeKIao3HaBCTBA Xy I0KHBOTO TBOPY - Poccenbe Bonogumup Muxaiinosuy,
KonrimoB Bikrtop BiktopoBuu, Hiopumma Jlioni3, [lomoBud AHTOH, BCI BOHH 3BEpTaiu
0co0NMBY yBary Ha (OopMy BHUKIIAAy TEKCTY, TOOTO dopma 1 3MICT TBOPY 3alie)KaTh OJUH BiJ
oJHOTO 1 TepeOyBarOTh B HEpo3puBHiN eaHocTi. Sk Haronomye B. C. Bunorpamos: «Bixg
TOTO, SIK 1 B AKii (opMi mMarepianizyeTbcsi 3MICT, 3aJ€KUTh €CTETUYHA IIHHICTH TBOPY Ta
PIBEHB €MOIIIITHO-EKCIIPECUBHOTO BILIUBY Ha unuTaday [1, c. 16].
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